own day. " A roan that is of judgment and understanding1 shall sometimes hear ignorant men differ, and know well within himself that those which so differ mean one thing, and yet they themselves would never agree." " Men create opposition s which are not; and put them into new terms so fixed, as whereas the meaning ought to govern the term, the term in. effect governeth the meaning." 4 A man so acute as Bacon could not help seeing thus far, but his indifference, I think, extended far beyond the range of these mere verbal quibbles and scholastic combats. His indifference was not simply an indifference of the head; it was an indifference of the heart;* What he really cared for was the advancement of science, the knowledge of nature, the extension of the kingdom of man. He did not repudiate religion, or even theology; rather, he was a respectful, though silent, worshipper; but, like many another man, he entered the shrine only on occasion, while, at most times, his business lay far away. There was, perhaps, a latent feeling that not much knowledge was to be had in these subjects, numerous and eager as were the workmen engaged in attempting to extract it; while, in the wide field of nature., the harvest was ready, though the labourers were few. And so Bacon contented himself with working in what appeared to him the more promising field of labour. He sought God in nature, and there he recognized, reverenced, and adored Him. The same God was also to be found in the ark of the Church, and the pages of the Bible; but Bacon's tastes and pursuits lay another way, and hence, though he had no inclination i< > call in. question the leading verities of faith, he received them,
4 Essay of Unity in Religion. These passages do not occur iu the Essay of Religion, published in 1612, and, consequently, they first appeared in 1625.rom vagueness, uncertainty, or indifference, in his own religious beliefs.
